Dual-chamber pacing for cardiomyopathies: a 1996 clinical perspective.
Implantation of a permanent pacemaker is an accepted mode of therapy for symptomatic bradyarrhythmias. Application of pacemaker technology for the treatment of cardiomyopathies has generated considerable interest and enthusiastic support in recent years. In both hypertrophic cardiomyopathy and dilated cardiomyopathy, dual-chamber pacing has been shown to decrease symptoms and improve hemodynamics; however, not all patients will benefit from dual-chamber pacing. Technical considerations must be acknowledged in order to obtain optimal benefit with dual-chamber pacing. In addition, other more accepted therapies are available for patients with symptomatic cardiomyopathies. The purposes of this article are to review critically the current literature on the use of dual-chamber pacemakers in patients with either hypertrophic or dilated cardiomyopathy and to provide a clinical perspective based on current knowledge.